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EUREKA, S.D. -- There's an old cliche that "death and taxes are inevitable." Most of us
reluctantly plan how to pay our taxes. Too many of us don't plan for our death.

Those who don't often leave surviving family members in a dilemma. Those who do can set
the mood for all who observe their farewell.

Two good examples this week:

*Walter Cronkite

*Walter Neuharth

Two who set ideal examples in recent years:

*Henry Ford II

*President Ronald Reagan

Cronkite died Friday at age 92. Survivors were told long ago that he wanted to be cremated
and his ashes buried in his native state of Missouri.

Walter Neuharth, my older brother who died at 91, was buried Saturday in this prairie town
where we both were born. Although he lived the past 55 years in California, his gravestone
has long been in place here next to those of our mother and father.

(Mine has been ready here for years also. The only thing missing on the engraved
headstone is the date of my death.)

Ford, who became a friend of mine when I was an editor at the Detroit Free Press, pre-
planned the most unique service I've seen. Before he died at 70, he had arranged for New
Orleans' Preservation Hall Jazz Band (which he loved) to march down the Detroit church
aisles loudly playing When the Saints Come Marching In.

Reagan's memorial service after he died at 93 was carried on TV worldwide. Later, when I
asked former first lady Nancy why he and she had so minutely planned every detail, she
smiled and said: "We didn't want anyone to mess it up."

Good advice to all, especially if you have outlived the biblical three score and 10.
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Other views on end-of-life planning

"More people are choosing to pre-plan funerals because it offers peace of mind from
knowing that important end-of-life decisions have been made."

-- John D. Reed Sr., president,

The National Funeral Directors Association

"More than 50% of people die without making plans. Why? Lack of knowledge, which
creates fear. Planning isn't final -- planning is being responsible for yourself."

-- Dick and Sue Coffin, authors of Ahead of Your Time, A Complete Guide for End-of-Life
Planning
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